
National Certificate in Dental Nursing 

Course Overview 

The National Certificate in Dental Nursing is 

a qualification, designed to improve your 

career opportunities for professional 

development. It is all about you performing 

in the workplace and being assessed doing 

the job that you are required to meet 

National Occupational Standards. 
  
AS a DCP dental care professional is 

supporting other oral health members 

across the full range of dental treatment. 

Dental nurses must work to standards set 

by the General Dental Council. From July 

2008 all Dental Nurses (DN) in the UK must 

be registered with the General Dental 

Council (GDC). The course awarding body 

National Examining Board for Dental 

Nurses (NEBDN) has a legal responsibility 

under Dentist Act 1984 to check the quality 

of all Professional Complementary to 

Dentistry (PCD) accredited education 

training providers which lead to registration 

with GDC.  

 

Dental nursing is very promising and 

prestigious 2 years course, comprising both 

theory and work placement.  

 

Career Prospects 
Dental nursing plays a vital role in the 

health and dental profession today. Dental 

nurses provide close support and 

assistance to the dental surgeon in all 

aspects of patient care. As a dental nurse, 

one may work in a private practice, dental 

hospital or services community.  

 
There are many opportunities for education 

and training, management practice and 

administration with the NEBDN 

qualification. Qualified dental nurses may 

also obtain further qualifications in oral 

health education, dental sedation nursing, 

and dental radiography and they may also 

train to be a dental hygienist & therapist.  

 

Qualified dental nurses will be included on 

the National Register, which allows them to 

follow post-qualification courses including 

Diploma in Dental Hygiene, Diploma in 

Dental Therapy, Diploma in Dental 

Technology and many more. 

 

Courses Title                          

National Certificate in Dental Nursing 

 

Awarding Body                       

National Examining Board for Dental Nurses 

(NEBDN)  

 

Duration                               

24 Months 

 

Level                                  

NQF Level 3 

 

Intakes                                 

Anytime of the year 

 

Entry Requirements                     

UK Student 

GCSEs Grades A-C equivalent or 12 Years 

of Schooling - Preferably with Science 

Background. 

 

Overseas Applicant 

 A Level equivalent qualification 

 IELTS 5.0 or equivalent. 

 

Exam Assessment Methods           

The National Certificate Examination 

consists of 5 sections and candidates are 

required to pass all 5 sections.  

 

 WRITTEN PAPER - PART A 

 WRITTEN PAPER - PART B 

 SPOTTER TESTS  

 PRACTICAL TESTS 

 ORAL TESTS 

Students are required to pass all sections to 

achieve full qualification. 
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Course Contents                       

 Health and Safety and Infection Control in 

the Workplace 

 Emergencies in the Clinical Environment 

 Legal and Ethical Issues in the Provision of 

Dental Care 

 Anatomical Structures and Systems 

Relative to Dental Care 

 Oral Disease and Pathology 

 Patient Care and Management 

 Assessing Patients’ Oral Health Needs and 

Treatment Planning 

 Oral Health Promotion and Preventive 

Dentistry 

 Restorative Dentistry 

 Oral Surgery 

 Orthodontic Procedures 

 Dental Drugs, Materials, Instruments and 

Equipment 

 Pain and Anxiety Control in Dentistry 

 Radiography 

 Communication 

 

Teaching Method                       

Day1: 9:30AM-5:30PM (Theory teaching) 

Day2: 9:30AM-5:30PM (Tutorial or English) 

* Subject to change 

 Once you are on the placement then you 

will be attending the practical course in the 

rest days of the week in dental surgeries. 

For each of the international student, 

course-related work placement that 

applicant will be spending on must not 

exceed half of the total length of the 

course spent. 

Please note:  

 

For overseas students, the college arranges 

many placements, but students are 

encouraged to make their own efforts to find 

one from an early stage of their learning. 

Placements may be paid or unpaid, but they 

are a required part of your study programs. 

 

For Home and EU students are expected to 

be in practice before application. 

Progression                         

 Employment in a dental practice.  

 Post Certificate Qualification in Dental 

Nursing 

 

Remarks                             

Although students may pass the 

examinations, they will not be awarded the 

certificate until they have completed 24 

months at the chair side. Therefore, it is 

essential that the students regularly attend 

placements and chair side internships 

either arranged by the College or in most 

cases by the student themselves.  

 

Useful Contacts                       

 

Vocational Educations Department 

Golders Green College 

11 Golders Green Road  

London  

NW11 8DY 

Tel: 0044(0) 208 731 7742 (Direct Line) 

Tel: 0044(0) 208 905 5467 

Mobile：0044 (0) 7879397329 

Website: www.goldersgreencollege.co.uk  

Website: www.vocationaleducations.com 

Email：ve@goldersgreencollege.co.uk 

Email：info@vocationaleducations.com 

 

General Dental Council (GDC) 

37 Wimpole Street 

London  

W1G 8DQ 

Tel: 0845 222 4141 

Website: www.gdc-uk.org 

 

National Examining Board for Dental 

Nurses (NEBDN) 

110 London Street 

Fleetwood 

Lancashire 

FY7 6EU 

Tel: 0125 377 5125 

Website: www.nebdn.org 
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