
NVQ Level 3 in Dental Nursing- NVQ (No.3231) 

Course Overview 

The Dental Nursing- NVQ (No.3231) is a 

qualification, designed to improve your 

career opportunities for professional 

development. It is all about you performing 

in the workplace and being assessed doing 

the job that you are required to meet 

National Occupational Standards. 
  
AS a DCP dental care professional is 

supporting other oral health members 

across the full range of dental treatment. 

Dental nurses must work to standards set 

by the General Dental Council. From July 

2008 all Dental Nurses (DN) in the UK must 

be registered with the General Dental 

Council (GDC). The course awarding body 

City & Guilds has a legal responsibility 

under Dentist Act 1984 to check the quality 

of all Professional Complementary to 

Dentistry (PCD) accredited education 

training providers which lead to registration 

with GDC.  

 

Dental nursing is very promising and 

prestigious 24 mouths course, comprising 

both theory and work placement. City & 

Guilds requires students to be in a 

placement (chair side experience in a 

dental surgery) for 24 months before they 

are given the qualification certificate. 

 

Career Prospects 
Dental nursing plays a vital role in the 

health and dental profession today. Dental 

nurses provide close support and 

assistance to the dental surgeon in all 

aspects of patient care. As a dental nurse, 

one may work in a private practice, dental 

hospital or services community.  

 
There are many opportunities for education 

and training, management practice and 

administration with the City and Guilds 

qualification. Qualified dental nurses may 

also obtain further qualifications in oral 

health education, dental sedation nursing, 

and dental radiography and they may also 

train to be a dental hygienist & therapist.  

 

Qualified dental nurses will be included on 

the National Register, which allows them to 

follow post-qualification courses including 

Diploma in Dental Hygiene, Diploma in 

Dental Therapy, Diploma in Dental 

Technology and many more. 

 

Courses Title                          

NVQ Level 3 in Dental Nursing-NVQ 

(No.3231) 

 

Awarding Body                       

City & Guilds 

 

Duration                               

24 Months 

 

Level                                 

NQF Level 3 

 

Intakes                                 

Anytime of the year 

 

Entry Requirements                     

UK Student 

GCSEs Grades A-C equivalent or 12 Years 

of Schooling - Preferably with Science 

Background. 

 

Overseas Applicant 

 A Level equivalent qualification 

 IELTS 5.0 or equivalent. 

 

Exam Assessment Methods           

The Award in Dental Nursing is assessed by 

a 90 minute examination. The examination 

is available on three occasions in each year 

(March, June and December). The actual 

dates and times are found in the City & 

Guilds catalogue. 

 

The results are released by City & Guilds to 

each centre that has entered candidates. 

City & Guilds aims to complete this within 45 

days of the date of the examination. It is the 

responsibility of the centre to advise 

candidates of the results.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 



 

Qualification structure                    

 Unit 301  

Ensure your own actions reduce the risk to health and 

safety (ENTOA) 39 

 

 Unit 302  

Reflect on and develop your practice (HSC33) 46 

 

 Unit 303  

Provide basic life support (CHS36) 53 

 

 Unit 304  

Prepare and maintain environments, instruments, and 

equipment forclinical dental procedures (OH1) 61 

 

 Unit 305 

Offer information and support to individuals on the 

protection of their oral health (OH2) 69 

 

 Unit 306  

Provide chairside support during the assessment of 

patients’ oral health (OH3) 77 

 

 Unit 307  

Contribute to the production of dental images (OH4) 86 

 

 Unit 308  

Provide chairside support during the prevention and 

control of periodontal disease and caries and the 

restoration of cavities (OH5) 

 

 Unit 309  

Provide chairside support during the provision of fixed 

and removable prostheses (OH6) 102 

 

 Unit 310 

Provide chairside support during non-surgical 

endodontic treatment (OH7) 111 

 

 Unit 311  

Provide chairside support during the extraction of teeth 

and minor oral surgery (OH8) 

 

Teaching Method                       

Day1: 9:30AM-5:30PM (Theory teaching) 

Day2: 9:30AM-5:30PM (Tutorial or English) 

* Subject to change  

 Once you are on the placement then you 

will be attending the practical course in the 

rest days of the week in dental surgeries. 

For each of the international student, 

course-related work placement that 

applicant will be spending on must not 

exceed half of the total length of the 

course spent. 

Please note:  
For overseas students, the college arranges 
many placements, but students are 
encouraged to make their own efforts to find 
one from an early stage of their learning. 
Placements may be paid or unpaid, but they 
are a required part of your study programs. 
 
For Home and EU students are expected to 
be in practice before application. 

Progression                         

 Employment in a dental practice.  

 Post Certificate Qualification in Dental 

Nursing 

 

Remarks                             

Although students may pass the 

examinations, they will not be awarded the 

certificate until they have completed 24 

months at the chair side. Therefore, it is 

essential that the students regularly attend 

placements and chair side internships 

either arranged by the College or in most 

cases by the student themselves.  

 

Useful Contacts                       

 

Vocational Educations Department 

Golders Green College 

11 Golders Green Road  

London  

NW11 8DY 

Tel: 0044(0) 208 731 7742 (Direct Line) 

Tel: 0044(0) 208 905 5467 

Mobile：0044 (0) 7879397329 

Website: www.goldersgreencollege.co.uk  

Website: www.vocationaleducations.com 

Email：ve@goldersgreencollege.co.uk  

Email：info@vocationaleducations.com 

 

General Dental Council (GDC) 

37 Wimpole Street 

London  

W1G 8DQ 

Tel: 0845 222 4141 

Website: www.gdc-uk.org 

 

City & Guilds 

1 Giltspur Street 

London 

EC1A 9DD 

T: +44 (0)20 7294 2800 

F: +44 (0)20 7294 2400 

Website: www.cityandguilds.com 
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